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OF POVVER

Ealph Heimans, an Ausiralian arfist known for his h'gh

society paintings, recenity moved o London for fhe job

e

of a liletime — a siling with the Queen. B

echind closed dooars cm a queel resideniial
street in Heme Hill, south London, the
Australsan artist Halph Hesmans 15 hard at
work. On the moming [ visit it's close to 30
l!rF_H'l"h Rl the Dirmks 1‘h:|.“l"'|.1|;l|l||il_. thiie
sky cerulean blue, bul I'm not sure Hei-
mans has noticed. He emerges smuling but
distmctly wan., eyes ringed brudse -grey. With his dark dothes
thick eyebrows and black curls, he's the picture of a Byroauc
artist, but without the temper 10 match. In a gentle Antipo-
dean Lilt, he offers me coffee - he's having another, he nsists

baefrares we (Bsrues Lhe HFT'l‘.l;Lnt inn the room

At 2.5m hagh by 3.5m wade, propped on an easel, the can
vas grares the ociling. | can only see its perfectly taut, o
méal badk, and purposely 80, [he other, more colourhul. sede
15 siractly under wraps. It will “"l},‘.r STNErge ONce the work bus
made a long journey by plane to Canberra lor its grand
umveikng. on Ociober 5

Heimans, 42, was at Windsor stabon when he got the call
saying he'd won the Diamond Jubilee commission to paimnt
the Duesn. “] was overfoved,™ he says, “bul | instantly
swiiched pears nore a case of picking up a penal
than a beer.” He had armved in London just a few days
he Sore
el fu..L.li..1 a hormee Dl be o h. a1 AN I-.!:|||},'. 15 n.*l s his:
*I'd had an email: “‘Would Mr Heimans be available in

Il WA |

ke ar! hes wife and two chidren under tan hadn®

10 | soves
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Porvrait by
Lvdia Goldblat

March 7 and it wag [ate Fabraary. e | thought This (8 enooue-
agmg. better get over.™ He suiled up for his appointment af
the Palace - "one af the only tirmes ['ve womn a tie m my lide
- and arTived 1o tea and cucumber sandwiches in the Yellow
[rawing Foom, where the Juesn slways poses. He had
asked for specibe robes, bul was lold the tme reguired o
don them might preciude (L None Lhe lese, she armred wear
ing them. * At first it was this tiny speck approaching along a
comdor with bghts streaming through the windows. Every
time she came doser, the light would shine on her and her
enbourage. She was wearning Queen Victona's jewels, and
st thr.'::rnrrr.".E I7 e L;m'-:i.-upp:n__g | mas VETY DErvous.”

Heimans had been fully briefed: “After all.” be says, refer
g o former Prime manesier Paul Keating's hands-on laux
pas i 1992, and carrent PM Julia Gillard's falare b0 curtaey
asl vear “Ausiralizns have bad track records! | I she offers
ber hand you shake it otherwise you don't offer yours, and |
had 1o walk in fromnd o kead her into the room. ['d been told
to say ‘may | take control now ma'am’ when | wanted 1o
direct her. but 1 couldn™ bring myself 10 say i, [ couldn el
the meonarch | wanted 1o ias= coptrol™ ™

With onrly one hour. he took photographs rather than
sketched. “1 desaribed to her the reflective mood | wanted
the painting to comvey: | wanted her to have it in her mind
50 il was visilde on ber Isoe. She was & fantastic silter, she
knew what | warted. and she's actually very beautiful 1

paint - 1 hadn"t expected that.” As a setting, Buckingham
Palace dide™ sppeal. “1 felt [it] wes limited in lerms of tell
ing real stories. | had three locations in mind, but the one
I really wished for came through™ He won'{ be drawn oo
which, save to say it's "an obvious choice, very hiting. IU's
laden with extras ul‘h'm.} [T there isn't & pi;l'!:' more
beautifal in this covmtry.”

Heimans. nho has a ptl[lfnliu of el s jl'ul'hll._j_' back
nearly 25 years, is renownead bor portraits that mlegrate sub-
ject and context. When he painted Princess Mary of Den
mark m 2005, he set her in the Garden Boom of the Freder-
ikshorg Palace rather than the formal state rooms. and
incduded & nod to heer homme ommn of Hohart, Aistralia, m the
form of a painting of its aty hall rellected in the mirror,

He grew up in Cremome and Mosman, middle -class sub-
urbs on Sydney's North Shore. “Even as a chald | had a con
fidence in mysell artistically.” he saps. It 1ok his parents
time to come around. “As soon a8 they saw | could eam a
living they felt slghtly reassured.” By the late Nanetses, he
had established hansel as one of Australia’'s foremost young
poctraitists. Several of hx works from thes penod. when he
WS +_|-:|l',, i hm hweThies, iodw hang 1n the Naohenal Porteaot
Gallery of Australia

Since then, commmussions have mchuded Dame Elisabeth
Murdodch, lormer Australian poome minister Paul Keating, an
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English QC, even the French nughy tesn. He is also a favour
ite with bankers in New York and London.

Last year he painted the legendary Russian conductor
Viedimir Ashkenazry at Sydney Opera House. The poctrait
was lauded internabonally for its unusual perspective, where
Ashhenazy is posiboned amongst a riol of architectural
detail It's a dever peece. a sort of vissal fagoe, heldd together
by Light, reflechon and geometry.

When | visit, Heimans s weeks from his Royal deadlane
and fesling the pressure. His portraits usually take 12
months; this puest be compieted in six

He works 10 hours a day, every day. “You can't do #t in litthe
chunks. If you're writing an email bere and picking up the
phone there, you're sarewed.” He listens o dassical mussac
“the romantics, a lot of chamber music®. Recently, he's
developed a laste [or lectures on the hings and quesns of
Er:,_.ﬂ;j_m'! “all that history b Taed ing inlo Lhe l|.:||'|l,|r*'__

Meanwhile, the commissions are rolling in: “A couple In
Austraba, one for 8 medical research team, a seres of pr
ValE COimayLsSsions fll" I‘llll]'.‘ ki l'|jl;, and & UK-hased f-HTlll_ﬁ..
very high prable.” He looks so tired that | ask him o the
painting is keeping ham awake al night. [l 5 As are bis P
small babses. ~1 think ['ll follow the panting to Australia
when it gnes,” he says. “I'll have a break there. That's one of
the thengs | look forward %o - the simple pleasure of lying
on a beach.”
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