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A New Portrait of Prince Philip Looks Like It Was
Pulled Straight from The Crown

Can you spot all the nods to the Duke of Edinburgh’s Danish heritage?
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And the Danish affection not over yet: the Museum of National History at Frederiksborg Castle in

Denmark is planning a retrospective of Heimans’s work next year (more details pending). It’ll

examine the intersection of the royal families of Great Britain and Denmark. Prince Philip’s

portrait will be a fixture there, and also go on display in the United Kingdom at some point in 2018

as well.
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When Eileen Parker sued for divorce from Prince
Philip’s best friend and equerry Michael Parker, a
royal scandal erupted. And Queen Elizabeth,
according to frenzied news reports, was none too
pleased.
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According to the Italian mogul’s niece Diane von
Furstenberg, “Every woman was in love with him;
every man wanted to be him.”
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The Shape of Water leads with seven nods, with The
Post and Three Billboards close on its heels.
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On Wednesday, the prince will host an investiture
and attend a charity gala, his first engagements
since January 11.

B Y  E R I N  VA N D E R H O O F

$2.50 $1/mo for 1 year + a free tote.
Join now 

B Y  R A L P H  H E I M A N S / B U C K I N G H A M  PA L A C E / PA  W I R E / G E T T Y  I M A G E S .

Prince Philip, that debonair and complicated figure from two seasons of The Crown and 70 

years of being married to Queen Elizabeth II, has a new portrait to share with the world. Artist 

Ralph Heimans has rendered a lifelike Duke of Edinburgh in Grand Corridor at Windsor Castle, 

where the monarchs spend their weekends. It may look like a luscious still from the The Crown—

all moodily lit and drenched in color—but that’s just Heimans’s style, and he got there first. See the 

Australian artist’s portrait of the Queen for her Diamond Jubilee in 2012.

The portrait is significant in more ways than one. Prince Philip, whose grandfather George I of 

Greece was a Copenhagen-born prince, wears the Order of the Elephant sash, the highest honor a 

Dane can receive. The portrait is set in the Grand Corridor, and at its end is the Tapestry Room. 

Philip’s mother, Princess Alice, and her mother, Princess Victoria, were born in that room. He’s 

also standing in front of a portrait of Queen Victoria with her family in the castle’s Green Drawing 

Room painted by Danish artist Laurits Regner Tuxen (who also painted the family of the King and 

Queen of Denmark). In the background, too, is a white marble bust of Philip’s mother, by the 19th 

century German sculptor Joseph von Kopf, and another of Princess Victoria by sculptor Hugo 

Hagen. This painting is a real Dane-fest.

Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip’s Seven-Decade Marriage, in
Photos
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1947

Elizabeth, who was a princess at the time, met Philip, who went by Philip Mountbatten, in 1934 at
a wedding. A few years later, in 1939, she was on a tour of the Royal Naval College (she was 13
and he was 18), and they began exchanging letters. They were secretly engaged in 1946. King
George VI ordered that the formal engagement be delayed until after Elizabeth’s 21st birthday
in April 1947. Their engagement was announced in July that year.
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